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The Leadership Commission of Winnebago Presbytery met on 4 June 2014, convened by the Moderator 
of Presbytery, Teaching Elder Mara Rivera, at 9:35 a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, beginning with devotions led by RE Marilyn Paulson. 
          
Present: 
 Mara Rivera    TE, Moderator of Presbytery 

Marilyn Paulson   RE, Vice Moderator of Presbytery 
 Susan Zencka    TE, Finance Commission 
 Howard Kidd    RE, Immediate Past Moderator of Presbytery 
 Ruth Wrysinski    RE, Presbyterian Women 
 Tom Willadsen    TE, Nominating Committee 
 Nancy Siewert    RE, Resource & Program Coordinating Team 
 Bette Hoytink    RE, CoM Coordinator 
 Nancy Barczak    RE, Associate for Administration 
 Sarah Moore-Nokes   TE, General Presbyter 
 Michael Lukens    TE, Stated Clerk  
Excused: Robert Merriam, Barbara Jordanger, Greg Braatz, and Robert Johanek. 
 
Minutes of the Commission 
The Commission voted to approve the Commission Minutes from 30 April 2014.  
 
Local Mission Grants 2014 Decision 
The Commission discussed a resolution of the relation between local mission grants and the revised 
criteria for funding distribution so that such funding more closely aligns with the focus on leadership 
development and its role in framing budget priorities. 
 
The Commission voted to recommend to Presbytery that no local mission grants be accepted in 2015 
and that the following present grants (mission projects housed inside our congregations) be funded on a 
decreasing basis over three years of 2015-2017 (75%; 50%; 25%): Soup or Socks (Marshfield); CCPC 
Community Dinner (Schofield); Kids Klub (Shawano); Wausau Community Dinner (Wausau); Wausau 
Food Pantry (Wausau); Green Bay Food Pantry (Green Bay). 
 
Evaluation of May Presbytery Meeting (Wausau) 
The Commission discussed the meeting of Presbytery at Wausau First with several positive assessments.  
 
Report on May 31 Meeting of Councils of the “Four Presbyteries” 
The Commission discussed the “Four Presbyteries” meeting (Milwaukee, Northern Waters, John Knox, 
and Winnebago) on 31 May 2014, again with many positive comments but also noting a number of 
substantial challenges ahead. 
 
Committee Reports 

 Finance Commission (Susan Zencka, TE) reported on commencement of the development 
process for the 2015 presbytery budget.  

 The CoM Coordinator reported on the acceptance of the Ken Sann as an Inquirer and the recent 
ordination of Rose McCurdy. 

 Personnel Committee (written report from Barbara Jordanger) reported on personnel matters 
related to the “Four Presbyteries” fusion possibility with consequent staffing reconfigurations and 
also the decision of the Synod to discontinue payroll services. 
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 Presbyterian Women (Ruth Wrysinski) reported on its forthcoming discussion (9 June) to discuss 
future objectives and direction of women’s organizations within Presbytery as well as prospective 
meetings in 2015. 

 Resource and Program Coordinating Team (Nancy Siewert, RE) reported on recent meetings 
focused around the mission grants issue, the licensing requirements for music/media usage in 
churches and the extent of Presbytery financial support. The committee also discussed whether 
there is a continuing rationale for the existence of RPCT, since the major educational and global 
ministry work is largely the province of active task groups.  Hence, RPCT is recommending that 
it cease to exist, with provision for the continuation of its work through the two task groups. 

 
The Commission voted to recommend to Presbytery the following: 

o That RPCT cease to exist as a committee of Presbytery, including its oversight of 
programmatic sub-groups, effective this date. 

o That Presbytery add two members at large to the Leadership Commission, one with a 
portfolio related to educational programs of Presbytery and one with a portfolio related to 
the mission of Presbytery, through election by Presbytery of either teaching elders or 
ruling elders for designated terms. 

o That the sub-groups under the prior RPCT be relocated under the oversight of the 
Leadership Commission, continuing the funding application process presently in place. 
 

 Nominating Committee (Tom Willadsen, TE) reported on its recent progress in filling a number 
of vacancies, with the next meeting in July to deal with nominations to come before Presbytery in 
September. 
 

Staff and Officer Reports 
 CoM Coordinator (Bette Hoytink, RE): no report.  
 Associate for Administration (Nancy Barczak): no report. 
 General Presbytery (Sarah Moore-Nokes) reported on her work with the Four Presbyteries fusion 

project and further effort on leadership development.  
 Stated Clerk (Michael Lukens, TE) reported on pending summer projects.  
 Presbytery Moderator (Mara Rivera, TE) reported on ordination of Rose McCurdy and continuing 

education focus.  
 Vice Moderator (Marilyn Paulson, RE) report on her work with the Four Presbyteries group. 
 Immediate Past Moderator (Howard Kidd) reported on continuing committee work. 

 
Other Business 
 Consultation has been requested regarding the participation of confirmation classes in the 
November presbytery meeting. 

Devotions at the Commission meeting on 19 August (Presbytery office) will be led by Nancy 
Siewert and the closing prayer by Bette Hoytink. 
 
Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
Commission adjourned in prayer by Ruth Wrysinski at 1:15 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael B. Lukens, Stated Clerk 
 
 
Commission meets in regular session next on 19 August 2014 at 9:30 a.m. at the Presbytery office in Neenah, Wisconsin.  


